
VISITING THE ALPINE PASTURES,
A SHARED SPACE

Transhumance of flocks and herds through the seasons.

ALPINE PASTURES
SUMMER

MIDDLE PASTURES
EARLY & LATE SUMMER

VALLEY MEADOW
SPRING & AUTUMN

In the mountains, herds and flocks
move higher as the grass grows.

The Alpine pasture is devoted to pastoralism. This is an 
ancestral form of livestock farming based on grazing animals 
and the use of natural resources such as grass and water.

To find these resources, herds and flocks graze in different 
places during the year. This is called «transhumance».

Produces
designated

(AOP, IGP) or
farmhouse cheeses,

and other top-quality
produce

Maintains
local facilities: 

ski slopes,
footpaths...

Perpetuates
the historic

heritage:
chalets, local skills...Helps to shape

outstanding
scenery: 

much appreciated
for sport and leisure

activities

Keeps the
landscapes rich
in biodiversity:
alternating forest,

undergrowth
and pasture

HOW PASTORALISM 
CONTRIBUTES TO

MOUNTAIN REGIONS

You will probably come across men and women at work with 
their flocks and herds, along with their dogs.
Welcome to their place of work.

Along the way, you will see these types of signs. To 
make sure that everyone can enjoy their visit to the 
Alpine pastures, please follow these recommendations:

contourner le troupeau

STAY ON THE

FOOTPATHS WALK AROUND
THE HERDS

ALWAYS CLOSE GATES BEHIND YOU

PASTORALISM
IN SAVOIE IN

A FEW FIGURES*

1000 Alpine pastures:
1/4 of the surface

area of Savoie
2 animals

1 inhabitant

A wide range
of flocks

and herds

+ 2000
people work
in the Alpine 

pastures

Milking in Alpine pastures:
No. 1 department

in Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes

The sign will show you when youare enteringA PASTORAL AREA

A land of 
transhumance
70% of sheep

come from
another French 

department

©
 G

ra
ph

ic
 d

es
ig

n:
 R

om
ua

ld
 R

U
EL

LE
 - 

Si
gn

 m
ad

e 
by

 th
e 

So
ci

ét
é 

d’
Éc

on
om

ie
 A

lp
es

tr
e 

de
 la

 S
av

oi
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 s
up

po
rt

 o
f t

he
 S

av
oi

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t

PLEASE
TAKE CARE!

*data from the pastoral survey 2012-2014

Milk production
in Alpine pastures


